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Readers fell in love with Cannie Shapiro, the smart, sharp-tongued, bighearted heroine of Good in

Bed who found her happy ending after her mother came out of the closet, her father fell out of her

life, and her ex-boyfriend started chronicling their ex-sex life in the pages of a national magazine.  

Now Cannie's back. After her debut novel -- a fictionalized (and highly sexualized) version of her life

-- became an overnight bestseller, she dropped out of the public eye and turned to writing science

fiction under a pseudonym. She's happily married to the tall, charming diet doctor Peter

Krushelevansky and has settled into a life that she finds wonderfully predictable -- knitting in the

front row of her daughter Joy's drama rehearsals, volunteering at the library, and taking over-forty

yoga classes with her best friend Samantha.   As preparations for Joy's bat mitzvah begin,

everything seems right in Cannie's world. Then Joy discovers the novel Cannie wrote years before

and suddenly finds herself faced with what she thinks is the truth about her own conception -- the

story her mother hid from her all her life. When Peter surprises his wife by saying he wants to have

a baby, the family is forced to reconsider its history, its future, and what it means to be truly happy.  

Radiantly funny and disarmingly tender, with Weiner's whip-smart dialogue and sharp observations

of modern life, Certain Girls is an unforgettable story about love, loss, and the enduring bonds of

family.
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I was very excited to read "Certain Girls," the sequel to Jennifer Weiner's bestselling novel "Good in

Bed," which I liked very much. Although most of the book was a lot of fun to read, the ending left me

very disappointed."Certain Girls" takes place more than a decade after "Good in Bed." Cannie and

Peter are now married and raising Cannie's daughter, Joy, who is now 13 years old. Cannie and Joy

alternate chapters as narrators, and they have the kind of relationship that's pretty typical between

teenage girls and their mothers. Joy thinks that her mom is an overprotective pain in the butt, and

Cannie worries constantly about her daughter, especially when she notices changes in Joy's

behavior. Meanwhile, Cannie struggles with the notion that her husband wants to have another

baby with the help of a surrogate, and Joy eventally breaks down and reads the popular book her

mother wrote 10 years ago. "Big Girls Don't Cry" is a sensationalized version of the events that led

up to Joy's birth, and after reading it, Joy is so traumatized that she begins to question every aspect

of her life. Eventually Joy embarks on a quest to discover the truth about her mother and herself.At

first I wasn't sure what to make of "Certain Girls." I enjoyed the first few chapters, but everything

about the novel seemed so predictable and obvious. However, Weiner is a pretty fantastic

storyteller, and despite the fact that I had most of the story figured out right away, I was completely

drawn in by the book's characters and the emotions that they experienced, which are all

unbelievably honest and relatable. As I continued reading, I thought that "Certain Girls" may end up

being Weiner's best book to date...until I got to page 344!The last 40 pages of this book SUCK!

Jennifer Weiner first appeared on the fiction market with her novel, Good In Bed, a funny, smart look

at modern life as viewed by a woman who's coping with stuff that the majority of women live with --

treacherous boyfriends, the constant battle with our weight, and a refreshing attitude that most of us

could sympathize with.Now with Certain Girls, more than a dozen years have passed since the

events in Good In Bed. Cannie Shapiro is happily married to Dr. Peter K, and the very proud mother

of her daughter, Joy. After her novel -- a thinly disguised memoir of her life -- turned into a runaway

best-seller, Cannie has settled into a routine of being a mom and wife, and writing science fiction

novels for teenagers under a pseudonym. Everything is going good, and that?s when the problems

start.Joy, the darling of her parents, is hovering on the brink of puberty, and worse still, her bat

mitzvah the dreaded rite of passage in every Jewish girl's life when she makes that transition



between being a child and an adult at the age of thirteen. But she has other things to worry about -

such as not being one of the 'popular girls' such as Amber, the perfect girl at her school. She?s also

at that stage where her parents embarrass her mightily, especially her mother. Toss in the fact that

she also hates wearing her hearing aids, and her grades are slipping, and Joy is heading for

trouble.Especially when her Aunt Lucy - now calling herself Elle - comes to visit, intending to find

Joy the perfect dress, Joy starts finding herself in a conflicting time. Now that suddenly she's being

noticed by Amber and her crowd, she's losing her best friends, the twins Todd and Tamsin, and she

is also reading her mother's best selling novel on the sly.
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